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NEWS 

Air Pollution 
Russia Mulls Rules on Volatile Organic Compounds 
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia Proposed legislation published May 5 by the Russian government would require regulation of 
volatile organic compounds from fuel in four major ports. The measure is designed to comply with Annex VI of the 
International. .. 
Biotechnology 
Scientists Urge Diverse' Weed Management 
Approach to Combat Herbicide Resistance 
Growers across the United States need to adopt a diversified approach to weed management to mitigate the development of 
herbicide-resistant weeds, a group of scientists said May 10 .... 
Budget 
House Appropriators Expected to Mark Up 
EPA Bill in June; Inclusion in Omnibus Likely 
Legislation that would fund the Environmental Protection Agency in fiscal year 2013 is expected to be marked up by the 
House Appropriations Committee in June, but the bill is unlikely to be considered on the House floor, Rep. Michael 
Simpson ... 
Climate Change 
Carbon Emissions From Oil Sands Cmde 
Lower Than Suggested by EU, Report Says 
VANCOUVER, B.C. Cmde oil produced in Alberta's oil sands has a lower carbon footprint over its life cycle than has been 
suggested by a European Union proposal assigning pollution ratings to transportation fuels, according to ... 
Climate Change 
Case Filed by Youth Plaintiffs May Not 
Be Matter for the Courts, Federal Judge Says 
A lawsuit in which youth plaintiffs want the court to order the federal government to take more action on climate change 
may not be an appropriate matter for the courts, a federal judge said May 11 during a hearing on motions to dismiss the 
case ... 
Climate Change 
EPA Renews Greenhouse Gas Data Collection 
The Environmental Protection Agency intends to renew an information collection request with the White House Office of 
Management and Budget as part of its mandatory greenhouse gas reporting requirements. EPA announced the renewal in a 
Federal... 
Drilling 
Mechanical Failure, Human Error Led 
To Wyoming Gas Well Blowout, Probe Says 
DENVER The Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission has released a report stating that mechanical failure was the 
chief cause of a recent blowout of a natural gas well near Douglas, Wyo .... 
Drinking Water 
EPA Releases Another Set of Test Results 
Finding No Violations in Dimock Water Wells 
The Environmental Protection Agency released a fourth set of test results May 11 for water wells in Dimock, Pa., with 
findings that none of the samples violated regulatory standards for drinking water.. .. 
Endangered Species 
FWS Solicits Additional Voluntary Conservation Ideas 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said May 11 that it will extend a public comment period through July 13 to solicit 
additional ideas on how to revise regulations to encourage more voluntary partnerships with private landowners to protect... 
Energy 
California Legislature Passes Bills to Ease 
Reviews for Mojave Desert Solar Plant 
LOS ANGELES California lawmakers May 10 approved legislation to expedite approval of a utility-scale solar power 
project planned for public lands in the Mojave Desert that environmental groups say would harm vital habitat for 
threatened ... 
Environmental Justice 
DOT Order Says Environmental Justice 
Should Be Considered Early in Planning 
Government agencies should consider environmental justice issues early in transportation planning to avoid 
disproportionately high and adverse effects on minority and low-income populations, the Department of Transportation 
said ... 
Hazmat Transport 
Prohibition on International Mailing 
Of Lithium Batteries Begins May 16 
The U.S. Postal Service is revising its mailing standards to prohibit the outbound international mailing of lithium batteries and 
devices containing lithium batteries, according to a final mle .... 
Natural Resources 
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BLM Director Abbey to Retire at End of May; 
Presided Over Revisions to Leasing Rules 
The Interior Department announced May 10 that Robert V. Abbey, director of the Bureau of Land Management, will retire 
May 31.. .. 
Pesticides 
EU Expands Chemical Agency's Role 
In Authorizing Biocidal Substances, Products 
BRUSSELS EU member states May 10 rubber-stamped a revision ofEU legislation on the authorization of biocidal 
substances and products, such as insect repellents and rodent poisons .... 
Regulatory Policy 
White House Science Office Proposes 
Regulations for Implementation of FOIA 
The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy proposed on May 9 its first office-specific regulations describing 
methods that parties would use to request records under the Freedom of Information Act, procedures OSTP would use ... 
Solid Waste 
Landfill Gas Emissions Drop as Technologies Expand 
Greenhouse gas emissions from the solid waste industry have decreased more than 27 percent since 1990, and the industry 
now generates just 1.8 percent of emissions resulting from human activities, according to a greenhouse gas inventory ... 
Sustainability 
Companies Aim for Green Textile Process; 
Global Suppliers Seen as Major Challenge 
ANN ARBOR, Mich. Chemical companies, clothing makers, and others involved in textile manufacturing must work 
together to make the process more environmentally sustainable, and that includes figuring out how to bring suppliers ... 
Toxic Substances 
Association Withdraws Confidentiality Claim 
For Toxicity Studies, Still Asserts Copyright 
The Color Pigments Manufacturers Association has withdrawn confidential business information claims it made concerning 
toxicity studies previously submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency, although the proprietary value ... 
Toxic Substances 
EU Parliament Ratifies Agreement to Relax 
Restrictions on Hazardous Chemical Exports 
BRUSSELS An EU law requiring exporters of certain hazardous substances to obtain advance permission from authorities in 
importing countries will be modified after the European Parliament ratified the revision May 10 .... 
BNA INSIGHTS 

AES v. Steadfast Still No Coverage for Climate Change Tort Suits in Virginia 
On a petition for rehearing, the Supreme Court of Virginia once again held that an insurer has no duty to defend a utility 
company against a lawsuit alleging property damage resulting from greenhouse gases (GHGs) emitted in the regular course ... 
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VIDEO 

See Latest Video: Bloomberg BNA's Terry Hyland and Eric J. Lyman discuss The Week Ahead in Daily Environment Report 
(5/14/12) 
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